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SUBJECT: COMMENCEMENT OF JOINT MALAYSIAN/THAI ANTI-INSURGENCY 
OPERATION IN THE BETONG SALIENT 


1. ACCORDING TO JULY 5 PRESS REPORTS, MUCH-DISCUSSED JOINT THAI/ 

MALAYSIAN ANTI-INSURGENCY OPERATION AGAINST COMMUNIST TERRORISTS 
(CTS) 

IN BETONG SALIENT WAS LAUNCHED AT 0630 ON JULY 4. OPERATION 

CODE NAMED CAHAYA-BENA I (SACRED RAY ONE). MALAYSIAN TROOPS CROSSED 

INTO THAILAND NEAR KEROH. 

JOINT COMMANDERS ARE MAJOR GENERAL MAHMOOD BIN SULAIMAN FOR MALAYSIA 
AND GENERAL YUTHASAK KLONGTRUIJROK FOR THAILAND. COMMANDERS DID NOT 
REVEAL ACTUAL NUMBER OF TROOPS INVOLVED, BUT PRESS REPORTS REFERRED 
TO 

THOUSANDS OF MALAYSIAN TROOPS. OBJECT IS FLUSHING OUT AN ESTIMATED 
3,000 CTS IN BETONG SALIENT. 

2. MALAYSIAN TROOPS INCLUDE ARMORED UNITS; MALAYSIAN ARTILLERY UNITS, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND SOME COMMANDOS WERE AIRLIFTED BY HELICOPTER TO UNDISCLOSED 
OPERATIONAL AREAS. IN SUPPORT OF GROUND OPERATIOXJYBM 30-MINUTE 
JOINT AIR STRIKE WAS CARRIED 

OUT SHORTLY AFTER OPERATION CAHAYA-BENA I BEGAN. MALAYSIAN TEBUAN 
JETS AND THAI BRONCO OVIO FIGHTERS WERE USED. ON JULY 4 MAHMOOD 
EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT EARLY PROGRESS OF THE JOINT OPERATION. HE 
ADDED THAT MALAYSIA IS PREPARED TO COMMIT ADDITIONAL TROOPS IF 
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NECESSARY. 

3. COMMENT: OPERATION CAHAYA-BENA I COMES AS NO SURPRISE AND HAS 
BEEN DISCUSSED WIDELY OVER PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. NEVERTHLESS, IT 
REMAINS A SUBSTANTIVE EEFORT AGAINST LONG-ESTABLISHED CT STRONGHOLDS, 
AND IS AN INDICATION OF CONTINUING THAI/MALAYSIAN COOPERATION ON A 
SUBJECT WHICH HAS BEEN A SORE POINT BETWEEN BOTH COUNTRIES EOR 
SEVERAL 

YEARS. MOST LIKELY MANY CTS HAVE ELED THE AREA OR PREPARED 
BOOBY-TRAPPED DEFENSES IN ANTICIPATION OF THIS OPERATION. HOWEVER, 

IF OPERATION CAHAYA-BENA I DESTROYS LONG-ENTRENCHED CT CAMPS AND 
SUPPORT MECHANISMS AND DISRUPTS CT ABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE AREA 
EVEN 

FOR JUST A YEAR, IT CAN BE COUNTED A SUCCESS. 

MILLER 
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